
Ginger Lei Ehrke born & raised in Kona, Hawai'i! Now at Del 
Sol High School in Las Vegas and Registration 
Commissioner for the Annual Meeting....."Sharing Da Aloha 
for Food, Beaches & Things To Do!" 

 

Places to Eat 

 

 
 

Hayashi's You Make The Roll - 75-5725 Alii Dr, Ste 
D101, Kailua Kona, HI 96740 - (808) 326-1233 

This hole in the wall spot is our absolute favorite sushi spot 
in the whole world!  Big sushi rolls for cheap.  We like to pick 
up our rolls and then walk across Ali'i Drive and enjoy our 



lunch overlooking the Kailua-Kona pier.  FYI - It's a very 
popular local spot and they get really busy during peak lunch 
hours.  Sometimes it's a 40 minute wait for your roll... and 
YES, it's worth the wait.  It's that good.  For reviews and 
pics, visit the website 

You can make your own roll, or choose some of my 
favorites:  Ninja Star Roll (pictured above), Jenna Roll, Spicy 
Tuna/Crm Cheese/ or the Volcano Sushi Pizza (it sounds 
funky, but so good!). Don't forget to ask for extra spicy sauce 
too! 

 
Kawaihae Plantation Grill -  61-3642 Kawaihae Road, 
Kamuela, HI 96743 - (808) 882-1200 

The Plantation Grill serves a 'down home fine dining' 
experience using fresh local products and produce. Open for 
dinner only.   

Try some of my favorites:  Plantation Grill Sampler, Kamuela 
Tomato and Feta, Prosciutto Wrapped Seasonal Fish, Hunter 
Chicken, Bananas Foster and variety of Tropical Icecreams 
and Sorbets.  

  

Kawaihae Seafood Bar & Grill - 61-3642 Kawaihae 
Road, Kamuela, HI, 96743 - (808) 880-9393 

Located next door to the Plantation Grill, this award winning 
tiki-style bar and grill is a perfect spot for lunch or dinner. 
Don't miss their amazing breakfast menu on Saturdays and 
Sundays.  For happy hour specials (twice a day). 

 
Try some of our favorites:  Seared Poke, Island Salad, Grilled 
Beef Burger, Escargot, Steamed Ginger Clams, Steamed 
Fresh Catch, Kiawe Smoked Prime Rib, Hawaiian 
Sweetbread French Toast, and Eggs Benedict.  



  

Harbor House Restaurant - Honokohau Harbor, 74-425 
Kealakehe Pkwy #4, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 - (808) 326-
4166 

One of my favorite restaurants for lunch because of the great 
atmosphere, burger and 'coldest beer' in town.  Located right 
down the street from Kealakehe High School.   

Our favorites - Bacon Cheeseburger and Fresh Grilled Fish 
Sandwich.  

  

Kona Brewing Co. Brewery & Pub - 75-5629 Kuakini 
Highway, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 - (808) 334-BREW 

Great food, beer and atmosphere.  Specialty brews that you 
can't get bottled or on tap in the Mainland.  Hand-tossed 
gourmet pizzas and salads are amazing.  This is a very 
popular stop for visitors and locals.  Anticipate a wait time to 
be seated or make a reservation if you have a large 
party.  Brewery tours, kegs and growler beers to-go are also 
available.  

Ginger's favorites - Strawberry Spinach Salad, Ka'u Pesto 
Pizza, Greek Pizza w/ Chicken and Mauna Kea Snow 
Cap.  Beers - Wailua Wheat, Lavaman, Longboard, Duke's 
Blonde and Hula Hefeweizen. 

 
Tex Drive Inn - 45-690 Pakalana St., Hwy 19, Honoka'a, 
HI 96727 - (808) 775-0598 

Perfect halfway stop on your way to or from Hilo.  Must 
order a world famous malasada.  It's so ono (delicious), tour 
buses stop here regularly.  In Hawai'i, Fat Tuesday is also 
called Malasada Tuesday.  Burgers, sandwiches and plate 
lunches are ono too!  For hours and menu, visit the website 



Our favorites - Plain, Fruit and Bavarian Creme-filled 
Malasadas. 

     

Da Beaches 

 
  

Waialea Bay (aka 69's) - 69 Old Puako Road, Kamuela, 
HI 96743 (pictured above) 

My FAVORITE beach!  It's the perfect size, protected, lots of 
shade and sun.  There are showers and restrooms available. 

  

Kauna'oa (Mauna Kea) Beach - Mauna Kea Beach Hotel 

Beautiful white sand beach. Like Hapuna Beach but a little 
smaller and much less crowded.  Mauna Kea Beach is only 
open to hotel guests and 30 public parking spaces, so plan to 
get there as early as possible.    

 
Kua Bay - Located 2.6 miles north of the Kona Airport 



My favorite beach on the Kona-side.  Parking, showers, and 
restrooms available.   

  

Places to see & Things to do 

 
Hawai'i Volcanoes National Park - 1 Crater Rim Drive, 
Hawai'i Volcaneoes National Park, HI 96718 - (808) 985-
6000 (pictured above) 

Located on the eastside of the Big Island, the Hawai'i 
Volcanoes National Park is well worth the 2.5-3 hour drive 
from the west side of the island.  Our favorite park sites and 
things to do include: Nahuku Thurston Lava Tube hike, 
Kilauea Iki trail loop, Crater Rim Drive Tour, lava 
flow viewing from Kalapana. My favorite places to stay are 
the Kilauea Lodge located in Volcano Village and the Kilauea 
Military Camp (aka KMC), if you are eligible.   

  

Waipio Valley Lookout - Located at the end of Waipio 
Road (Highway 240), Honoka'a, HI 96727 

If this is your first time to the Big Island, this is a MUST 
see!  Waipio Valley, also known as 'Hawai'i's Valley of the 
Kings', is very special historical, cultural and spiritual place 
for the native Hawaiian people.  4-wheel drive is required to 
go into the valley, but the lookout is an amazing experience 
in itself.  This is a great stop on your way to or from Hilo.  If 
you're just going to the lookout, we recommend packing a 
lunch or snack to enjoy at the scenic lookout area so you can 
really breathe it all in.  You can also grab food or malasadas 
at Tex Drive Inn in Honoka'a.   

  



Pololu Valley Lookout and Hike - Located at the end of 
Highway 270, North Kohala, HI 96755 

Beautiful lookout and short (but moderate) day hike into the 
valley and to the black sand beach.  A smaller version of 
Waipio Valley, but just as scenic and easier to access.  The 
ocean current and surf break is very rough, swimming is not 
recommended (even if you are a strong 
swimmer).  Occasionally, box jelly fish and Portuguese man 
o' war drift into the beach and onto the shore.  If you go here, 
don't forget to stop by and take a picture at the King 
Kamehameha Statue.  

  

'Akaka Falls State Park - End of 'Akaka Falls Road (Hwy 
220), Honomu, HI 96728 - (808) 961-9540 

Self-guided, paved 0.4 mile walk to see the 'Akaka 
Falls.  Good for children and adults.  

  

  

 
 


