
Zeny Galo Eakins from the Big Island’s Kamehameha Schools 
Hawaii  “Sharing Da Aloha for Things To Do and Food”!  
 
Here are my random To Do’s when there’s a free day or few hours… 
  
Drive to Naalehu to get to Punaluʻu Bake Shop- they have their famous 
sweet breads. However, they have some great malasadas (lilikoi, taro, 
mango, Bavarian-filled). But their eclairs are also a hidden gem in the bake 
shop. On the way down, we sometimes stop an Punaluʻu black sand beach 
on the way to the bakery from Hilo. 
  
Every once in a long while we’ll park at the Waipiʻo Lookout and make 
the trek down to the beach. Four-wheel drive is necessary to make the drive 
to the beach and back. You won’t be the odd man out if you walk. Lots of 
history down there as well as the great beach. 
  
A cultural visit to Puukohola Heiau is a must. My work did an 
educational retreat to the heiau several years ago. A very significant place 
culturally. There is a small visitor’s center. It is located past Waikoloa, near 
Spencer’s beach park on your way to Kawaihai from Kona. 
  
For those exercise enthusiasts, take a jog down Aliʻi Drive, at the 
infamous finish area to the Kona Ironman. Plenty of folks walking, 
jogging, biking along this route all the time. Feel free to pop in and visit the 
folks at Big Island Running Company at the Coconut Grove Marketplace. 
They are famous for their “Run Aloha” and “Run Big” running gear. If you 
start at their shop, you can head south along Aliʻi Drive and jog oceanfront. 
Mileage is up to you but if you head to “the end of the world” and back, it’s a 
half marathon! 
  
Best burger on the island: Village Burger in Waimea. I plan work 
trips with a stop her whenever possible. All local ingredients, made to order. 
Veggie and fish options.  Great fries. When I’m feeling sassy, I order the ahi 
burger, no bun, extra tomatoes, and a side of wasabi mayo. DA BUGGAH IS 
ONO! 
  
You can’t ever go wrong with a stop at the Mauna Kea visitor center 
(four-wheel drive is needed to get to the top). To say this place is culturally 



significant is an understatement. But it’s always good to try to understand 
how important and special this place is. 
  
When I want to get away, a short hike to Kiholo Bay is always in store. 
For real, Google it. The place doesn’t disappoint. When I’m feeling touristy 
and need a quick dip while in Kona, a stop at Kahaluu Beach Park is great. 
Usually calm waters, great for snorkeling but a great place to stand up 
paddle board. And when there is a south swell, it’s a fun little surf spot. Oh, 
and there’s usually a shave ice truck in the parking lot. 
  
I’m not a big coffee kid, but there are plenty of small local coffee farms with 
visitor’s shops in Kona. 
I’m all about food and the idea that I may burn it off later. 
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