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Spring 2021 eNewsletter

This eNewsletter is published twice a year by the Far West Athletic Trainers’ Association for its members. For
information contained in this newsletter or to submit articles/ideas, please contact the FWATA Newsletter Editor and
District 8 Secretary, Cindy Clivio MEd, ATC at fwatasec@gmail.com (mailto:fwatasec@gmail.com)

District Director’s Message
Lyn Nakagawa MS, ATC, CSCS

Í
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From the District Secretary
Cindy Clivio MEd, ATC

District Treasurer Message
Todd Hamburg MS, LAT, ATC

Annual Meeting Committee
Ruem Malasarn MA, ATC
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Honors & Awards Committee
Junior Domingo MS, ATC



11/28/21, 11:59 AM Official Newsletter of the Far West Athletic Trainers Association | NATA District 8

www.newsletter.fwatad8.org/?preview_id=2&preview_nonce=370d052efb&preview=true 4/13

Public Relations
Katie Risso MAT, ATC, CKTP

Scholarships Committee
Brenda Valdez Nava ATC

Council on Practice 
Advancement
Sara Williamson ATC
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History & Archives Committee
Michael Barreiro ATC

Student Leadership Committee
Kevan Murgia and Caleb Rogers

Research and Grants Committee
Melissa Montgomery PhD, ATC
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College and University Athletic Trainers Committee
Brian Cable ATC

Ethnic Diversity Advisory
Committee
Chris Litt, ATC

Young Professionals
Committee
Sanam Rezazadeh MS, ATC

Secondary Schools Committee
Mark D’Anza MEd, LAT, ATC

LGBTQ+ Advisory Committee
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Sean Rogers, DAT, ATC

Governmental Affairs Committee
Jason McCamey, ATC

California Update
Dr. Ky E. Kugler, ATC | CATA President

Wow, 2021 has gotten off to a busy start for all Athletic Trainers nationwide, and California is no different. As
we celebrate National Athletic Training Month nationally, let us continue to focus and celebrate how California
ATs are contributing to return to school, work, and play decisions at all levels/settings as California continues
to open up after the year-long COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
In legislative news, the CATA is co-sponsoring, with Assembly Member Brian Maineschein and the Eric
Paredes Saves a Life Foundation, new legislation. The bill is AB 856 – COVID-19 Youth Return to Physical

Activity Information Act, which requires the CA Department of Education to post information on its website regarding COVID-19 health risks and
guidance on how to (re)-engage children and adolescents into physical activity participation.  Thanks to Nick Harvey, Chair, and the Governmental
Affairs Committee for leading the charge with this important legislation.  The GAC was ably assisted by our new lobbying firm of Gonzalez
Governmental Consulting.  Welcome aboard GGC! 
 
The Legislative Action Team will continue serving our California grass toot efforts as we move forward during the next two-year legislative cycle for
California AT licensure.  As strategy is developed to identify an appropriate author(s) and legislative timing, I encourage you to sign up for and engage
in communications with your legislators by re-affirming or joining for the first time the LAT.  Contact Zachary Norton-Martinez, LAT Chair, LATchair@ca-
at.org  or https://forms/gle/jg4JLxbFPoQkRDkR9 . 
 
Kudos to Adam Cady and the Clinical Symposium committee for their efforts with the VCATA Symposium held in mid-February 2021.  Over 450
attendees signed up for the two-day symposium, earning up to 13 CEUs and 2 EBP units.  If you didn’t attend, you can still as CEUS and viewing of
the presentations are still available until 5/21/21.  Special thanks to Liana Groel, Registration Chair, for assisting with registration, CEU certificates and
way too many other behind the scenes tasks to mention.   
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The openings on the CATA Managing Board are still accepting applications until the April 1, 2021 deadline for Secretary, Treasurer, and Regional
Directors for Regions 1 and 6.  If interested, please submit your letter of intent, resume, NPI & BOC numbers by the 4/1/2021 deadline to me
at kekugler@chapman.edu . 
 
Finally, in keeping with the spirit of celebration and (re)-emergence towards the ‘new normal’, I want to give a shout out to our CATA Awards recipients
for 2020:  Dr. Thomas Liu, MD, PhD, CATA State Recognition Award; Athletic Trainers Carmen Charleston, Mike Chisar, Andrew Paulin, Kristen Ross
and Scott Sailor, CATA Special Service Award; AT Educators Drs. Denise Lebsack and Margo Greicar from SD State University and CATA Appreciation
Awards for their service to the CATA – Mike Chisar (2012-2020), Mike Martinez (2014-2020), Heather Harvey (2017-2020), Nick Harvey (2016-2020)
and of course Dr. Jason Bennett (past CATA President (2015-2020). 
 
Stay well, stay safe, get vaccinated and celebrate being a CA-AT in the ‘new normal’. 

Hawaii Update
Nikki Awaya MEd, ATC | District 8 Representative

Nevada Update
Mike Sepiol LAT, ATC | NEVATA President
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ATs CARE Committee
 | District 8 Representatives

NATA Student Leadership Committee
Emily Ghan | District 8 Representative

Education Advancement Committee
Tricia Kasamatsu | District 8 Representative

Professional Development Committee
Melissa Montgomery PhD, ATC | District 8 Representative

Professional Responsibility in Athletic Training Committee
Carolyn Peters MA, ATC | District 8 Representative
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NATA Research & Education Foundation

NATA Political Action Committee
Stacey Ritter ATC | District 8 Representative
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